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Wednesday 13th July  2005

Topics of interest relating to the Philippine Maritime Industry & Shipping  

National Labour Relations Commission (NLRC)

New Labour Court Chairman is appointed 
The following statement has been released from the Department Of Labour;

“Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Undersecretary Benedicto Ernesto R. Bitonio Jr. has been named chairman of the National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC). 
Bitonio Jr. is a career service official who rose from the ranks. He first joined the DOLE as a senior labor and employment officer at its Institute for Labor Studies in 1988. 
As NLRC chair, his priorities are to resolve labor disputes in the fairest, quickest, and least expensive way possible, in pursuit of NLRC's mandate; and to continuously enhance professionalism in the organization and improve service delivery. He noted that the NLRC has been undertaking a continuing review of its procedures and processes and said that this effort will continue with the objective of speeding up case resolution and making transactions more transparent. 
Asked about the issue of corruption, he said that it is not right to generalize that the entire organization is corrupt. However, the issue must be taken seriously. He said that he is prepared to use all the legal instruments available to bring any wrongdoers to justice. "We cannot allow a few individuals who do wrong to bring the whole institution down," he said.
Before his appointment as NLRC chairman, Bitonio Jr. was Undersecretary for Workers' Protection and Welfare in DOLE. He also served as the chairperson-designate of the governing board of the Employees Compensation Commission (ECC); chairperson-designate on commission meetings of the National Wages and Productivity Commission (NWPC); and chairperson-designate of the Sugar Tripartite Council.
At the DOLE, he had served as director of the Bureau of Labor Relations from 1994 to 2000, and assistant secretary from 2000 to 2004, during which time he handled regional operations, internal affairs, and policy and program support. 
He earned his Bachelor of Arts and law degrees from the University of the Philippines (UP) in 1982 and 1989, respectively. He became a member of the bar in April 1990 after taking the 1989 bar exams. He also finished his Master in Public Management from the National University of Singapore (NUS) under the Lee Kuan Yew Fellowship program, where he attended both the NUS and Harvard University, and graduated at the top of his class.” 
It will be of interest to all to observe how the Chairman tackles his new role, once he is settled in, it would be prudent that the industry meets with him to discuss the issues which had caused concern under the time of the previous chairman, particularly garnishment.
We shall keep you updated.
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